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Abstract The following three new species of Oplodmtha are described: O. donguta Zhang, Li et Yang, sp. nov., 


O. faanigra 


Zhang, Li et Yang, sp. nov. and O. snass Zhang, Li æ Zhou, sp. nov. A key to the species d the genus from China is 
presented. The types are deposited in the Entomological Museum of China Agricultural University, Beijing. 
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The genus Opledontha Rondani is distributed in the 
Palaearctic. Oriental and Afrctropical Regions with 20 
known species ( Woodley, 2001). It is characterized by 
the following features: head with protuberant face; eyes 
bare, male holoptic, female dichoptic; lower facets of 
male eye distinctly smaller than upper ones; 
distinctly shorter than head; scape equal to ( or longer 
than) pedicel, flagellum 5 segmented; proboscis well 
developed and geniculated; wing with discal cell rather 
Rı and M; absent. There is only me 
know species, O. viridula ( Fabricius), from China, 
which was redescribed by Rozkasny (1982). ‘Three new 
species are added to the fauna of China here. A key to 
the species of the genus from China is presented. The 
type specimens are deposited in the Entomological 
Museum of China Agricultural University ( CAU), 
Bejing. 
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1 Oplodontha fadnigra Zhang, Li a Yang, sp. nov. 
(Figs. 1-4) 
Male. Body length 5. 1 mm, wing length 3. 9 mm. 
Head ( Fig. 1) black, but mid lower face yellow. 
Hairs on head pale; eyes with shart sparse brown hairs. 
Antenna blackish brown, but scape brownish yellow; 
antennal ratio c. 1.0 0. 7% 2.3. 


Proboscis brownish black with some pale hairs; 
palpus brown with some pale hairs. Head 1.5 times as 
high as long; contiguous portion of eyes 0.7 times as 
long as ocellar tnangle; eye width 1.2 times distance 
between antenna and median ocellus, 3.6 times frans 
width just above antenna and 1.1 times face width at 
lowest pomt from a direct frontal view; frons width 0.3 
times distance between antenna and median ocellus and 
0. 3 times face width at lowest pant fram a direct frontal 
view. 

Thorax black. Humeri black with outer portion 
yellow. Scutellum (Fig. 3) black with posterior half and 
spines yellow. Mesopleuron with one yellow anterior spat 
near anterior margin, one yellow posterior spot ( which is 
oblique and just bfore wing base), and brownish yellow 
darsal margin; pteropleuron with posterior portion yellow 
which is connected with one yellow narrow oblique spat 
on mesopleuran. Hairs on thorax pale, but mesopleuron 
mostly bare anteriorly and hypopleuron wholly bare. 
Legs [ mid tarsus and apical portion of hind tarsus 
broken] black, but trochanters brownish yellow; femora 
with base and apex brownish yellow to yellow; fare and 
mid tbiae brownish yellow to yellow, hind tibia with 
basal 2/5 and tip brownish yellow to yellow; tarsi yellow 
with apical portion brown. Wing (Fig. 2) hyaline. Halter 
yellow. 

Abdomen ( Fig. 4) black [ partly broken apically], 
but tergites 24 with a pair of yellow lateral spots which 
are large on tergites 23, stemites 1-3 almost yellow. 
Hairs on abdamen pale. 

Female. Unknown. 

Holatype ô, Jiangsu, Nanjing, 4 July 1986. 

Etymology. The specific name refers to the black 
face. 

Remarks. This new species is similar to O. mmuta 
(Fabricius) from Sn Lanka and India, but it may be 
separated from the latter by the face ( except mic lower 
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Figs | 4. Oplodmtha faanigra Zhang, Li et Yang, sp. nov. 1. Head, lateral view. 2. Wing. 3. Scutellum, dorsal view. 4. 


Abdomen, dorsal view. 


face) and lower sides of head black, abdomen mostly 
black with the yellow spots, and antenna blackish brown 
with the brownish yellow scape. In O. minuta, the face 
and lower sides of head are yellowish; abdomen is yellow 
with the black dorsal spots; antenna is brownish with the 
yellow scape and pedicel ( accordmg to the redescription 
of Brunetti 1920, 1923). 


2 Oplodontha sinensis Zhang, Li et Zhou, sp. nov. 
( Figs. 5 6) 


Female. Body length 7. 1-7.7 mm, wing length 7. 1- 
7.2 mm. 

Head (Fig. 5) black; lateral chitnous part of mic 
lower face brownish, median protrudent part of upper 
face brownish. Hairs on head pale and recumbent, but 
denser on postocular rim. Antenna brownish yellow, 
except basal half of scape black and flagellameres 45 
brown; antennal ratio c. 1.0: 1.0: 3.9. Proboscis 
brownish black with pale hairs; palpus pale with pale 
hairs Head 1.21.3 times as high as long; eye width 
0.7 times distance from antenna to median ocellus, 0. 6 
0.7 tmes frons width just above antenna and 0. 50.6 
times face width at lowest pant from a direct frontal 
view; frons width just above antenna 1. 1- 1.3 times that 
at median ocellus and 0. 9 umes face width at lowest pant 
from a direct frontal view; distance fram lowest margin of 


face to antenna 1.3 times that from antenna to median 
ocellus ocellar triangle 0.3 times as wide as frons at 
median ocellus. 

Thorax black, but humeral and postalar calli 
brownish yellow. Hairs on thorax pale, recumbent on 
mesonotum and scutellum, subrecumbent on pleuron. 
Spines on scutellum yellow. Legs yellow, but caxae, 
trochanters, and femora ( except fa apices) black; apical 
portions of tarsi brown. Hairs a legs pale. Wing 
hyaline, but cell Ri yellow. Halter yellow, but knob 
green. 

Abdomen ( Fg. 6) yellowish green, but dorsum 
with a large median black spot which is narrow on tergites 
+2. Hairs a abdomen short and pale, but dorsum with 
some black hairs. 

Male. Unknown. 

Holotype 2, Yunnan, Kunming, 23 June 1940. 
Paratypes 1%, Yunnan, Kunming, 147; 29 #, 
Yunnan, Chenggong, 10-12 Aug. 

Etymology. ‘The species is 
distribution. 

Remarks. ‘The new species is somewhat similar to 
O. funchfaces (Brunetti) from Sri Lanka, but it may be 
separated from the latter by the femora black with the 
yellow apices and antenna brownish yellow except the 
basal half of the scape black and flagellomeres 4 5 brown. 
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Kgs 56. Oplodntha smenss Zhang, Li et Zhou, sp. nov. Figs #8 Oplodmtha dongata Zhang, Li et Yang, sp. nov. 5, 7. 


Head, lateral view. 6, 8. Abdomen, dorsal view. 


In O. punchfaaes, the femora are yellow with the broad 

black median ring; the antenna is black with the scape 

and pedicel yellowish (Brunetti 1923) . 

3 Oplodontha dongata Zhang, Li a Yang, sp. nov. 
(Figs 78) 


Female. 
6.2 mm. 

Head (Fig. 7) black; lateral chitinous part of mic 
lower face brownish, median protrudent part of upper 
face brownish; vertex with two reddish brown small spots 
behind ocellar tubercle, gena with two light reddish 
brown stripes below eye. Hairs on head pale and 
recumbent, but denser on postocular rim. Antenna 
brownish yellow, but basal half of scape black and 
flagellomeres 4 5 brown; antennal ratio c. 1.0: 0. 7 3. 4. 
Proboscis brownish black with pale hairs; palpus pale 


Body length 6.2mm, wing length 


with pale hairs. Head 1. 4 times as high as lmg eye 
width 0. 7 times distance from antenna to median ocellus, 
0. 6 times frons width just above antenna and 0.5 times 
face width at lowest point from a direct frontal view; 
frons width just above antenna 1. 1 times that at median 
ocellus and 0. 9 times face width at lowest pomt from a 
direct frontal view; distance from lowest margin of face to 
antenna 1. 2 times that fram antenna to median ocellus,; 
ocellar triangle 0.3 times as wide as frons at median 
ocellus. 

Thorax black, but humeral calli brownish yellow; 
postalar cali light brownish yellow; pteropleuron and 
antero lower margin of mesopleuron yellow. Spines on 
scutellum yellow. Hairs on thorax pale, recumbent on 
mesonotum and scutellum, subrecumbent on pleuron. 
Legs yellow except coxae, trochanters, and femora 


260 Acta Zootaxonomica Sinica JANTZI 


Vol. 34 No. 2 


(except for apices) black; hind tibia with a brown 
narrow subbasal ring; apical portions of tarsi brownish 
yellow to brown. Hairs on legs pale. Wing hyaline, but 
cell Ri yellow. Halter pale yellow, but base tinged with 
brown and knob somewhat greenish. 

Abdomen (Fig. 8) pale yellow, but dorsum with a 
small black spot on tergite 1 and a large median black 
spa on tergites 35 which is indistinct on tergite 3. Hairs 
on abdamen short and pale, but darsum with some black 
hairs. 

Male. Unknown. 

Holotype 2, Shaanxi, Ganquan, 31 May 1971, 
YANG Chr Kun. 

Distribution. Shaanxi. 

Etymdogy. The specific name refers to the long 
stripes on the gena. 

Remarks. The new species is somewhat similar to 
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O. mnuta (Fabricius) and O. facmera sp. nov. , but it 
may be easily separated from them by the scutellum 
entirely black and the antenna brownish yellow except the 
basal half of the scape black and flagellomeres 4 5 brown. 
In O. minuta and O. facmgra, the scutellum is yellow 
apically, and the antenna is also different in colour 
(Brunetti, 1920, 1923). 
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